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It is, of course, a further advantage of the invention that, 
while not in use as a shopping trolley, the shopping trolley 10, 
60, 100 conveniently provides a boot organizer. Also, the 
closure mechanisms 30 of the bags 22, 24 can prevent poten- 
tial harm to occupants of a vehicle having no partition 
between the boot and the passenger compartment of the 
vehicle, owing to airborne articles of shopping during an 
accident. 

In a development of the invention, which is not shown, an 
electronic computer can be mounted on a mounting therefor 
provided on the trolley 10, 60, 100. The computer can be used 
to store a list of items to be bought, and it is envisaged that the 
computer can have an interface to a computer system of a 
shop where articles are to be bought, for downloading infor- 
mation about these articles, such as their price and their 
location in the shop. Naturally, the computer will be located in 
an easily accessible manner in the trolley 10, 60, 100. 

The tray 12 or the frame members 62 can also be provided 
with hooks for holding additional shopping bags, and the tray 
12 of the embodiment of FIGS. 1-4 can have integrally moul- 
ded handles for facilitating carrying or storage of the tray 12, 
e.g. for carrying thereof in the fashion of a suitcase or for 
manoeuvring it in a vehicle's boot. 

It is also a feature of the invention that it can easily be made 
of recycled or recyclable materials; and that it can be branded 
and/or styled to match particular makes and/or colours of 
vehicles. This is particularly the case with the embodiments 
of FIGS. 6-9, where advertising material or branding can be 
provided on the side panels 88. 

It is also expected that the invention can form a link 
between pantry and supermarket, while reducing the unnec- 
essary use of disposable carrier bags. Instead, if desired, it can 
be left in the boot and its durable bags can be carried between 
it and the supermarket on the one hand, and between it and the 
pantry on the other. 

The invention claimed is: 

1. A shopping trolley, comprising: 
a holder for holding articles of shopping; and 
a wheeled undercarriage connected to the holder, the 

undercarriage being operable between an erected condi- 
tion, in which the undercarriage supports the holder at a 
working height above the ground on wheels, and a col- 
lapsed compact condition, for loading of the trolley into 
a boot of a passenger sedan, 
the undercarriage comprising a pair of elongate curved 
legs, each leg being part-circular in shape and slidably 
mounted on an associated frame member also having a 
part-circular shape corresponding to the shape of the leg, 
to permit telescopic sliding of the legs in a circumferen- 
tial direction between an extended position in which 
each leg projects from its associated frame member for 
engagement of the wheels with the ground, and a 
retracted position in which each leg is located within its 
associated frame member. 

2. The shopping trolley as claimed in claim 1, which is 
supportable on a floor of a vehicle boot, when the undercar- 
riage is in its collapsed condition, such that the holder has an 
orientation relative to the vertical similar to the orientation of 
the holder when the undercarriage is in its extended condition 
and supports the holder on the ground, so that the holder 
provides a boot organizer. 

3. The shopping trolley as claimed in claim^fwherein 
spacing of the holder from the ground surface, when the 
undercarriage is in its erected condition, is such that the 
holder is accessible to a person of average height in normal 
stance, the spacing being greater than 0.45 m. 
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4. The shopping trolley as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
holder defines a storage space which is divided into a number 
of compartments. 

5. The shopping trolley as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
5 undercarriage has a set of four wheels which are arranged in 

a rectangular configuration in plan view, when the undercar- 
riage is in its erected condition, each roller being freely swiv- 
elable about an associated upright swivel axis. 

6. The shopping trolley as claimed in claim 1, wherein each 
10 leg has mounted thereon a displaceable handle such that, 

when the leg is in its extended position, the associated handle 
is located adjacent a rear of the trolley, in its fore-and-aft 
direction, for gripping by a user, each handle being pivotally 
displaceable relative to the associated frame member about a 

15 pivot axis which extends transversely to the fore-and-aft 
direction of the trolley in its erected condition, so that, when 
the leg is in its retracted position, the handle is pivotally 
displaceable about its pivot axis towards the associated frame 
member to lie adjacent the frame member. 

20 7. The shopping trolley as claimed in claim 1, wherein each 
leg has mounted thereon a pair of wheels spaced along the 
length of the leg, each wheel being spaced from the associated 
leg by an elongate foot which is pivotally connected at one 
end thereof to the leg for pivotal displacement about a pivot 

25 axis which extends transversely to the fore-and-aft direction 
of the shopping trolley, an associated wheel being provided at 
the opposite end of the foot, each foot being pivotally dis- 
placeable between a stowed position in which it lies adjacent 
the associated leg, and an operative position in which it 

30 projects transversely from the associated leg, so that the asso- 
ciated wheel is spaced from said leg by the length of the foot 
for engagement with the ground. 

8. The shopping trolley as claimed in claim 1, wherein each 
part-circular leg and its associated part-circular frame mem- 

35 ber, in the erected condition of the undercarriage, lie in a more 
or less vertical plane and define a gap between their ends at a 
front of the trolley in the fore-and-aft direction of the shop- 
ping trolley, said gap being sufficiently large to straddle a rear 
portion of an open boot of a passenger sedan when the shop- 

40 ping trolley is wheeled towards the boot of the vehicle, in use, 
so that part of the legs is receivable in a space between the 
ground and the rear of the vehicle, the frame members engag- 
ing the rear of the vehicle, to rest thereon. 

45 9. The shopping trolley as claimed in claim 1, comprising 
an auxiliary holder for holding articles of shopping, the aux- 
iliary holder being removably and replaceably connectable to 
the legs to extend between the legs when they are in their 
extended positions, the auxiliary holder additionally serving 

5Q as a strengthening cross-member between the legs to enhance 
lateral stability of the undercarriage. 

10. The shopping trolley as claimed in claim 1, comprising 
a pair of auxiliary wheels which are respectively mounted on 
the frame members adjacent ends of the frame members in the 

55 fore-and-aft direction of the trolley, such that the auxiliary 
wheels are engageable with the ground when the extendable 
legs are in their retracted positions and an end of the trolley 
opposite the auxiliary wheels is gripped by a user, to permit 
wheelbarrow-fashion operation of the trolley. 

60 11 . A vehicle assembly, comprising: 

a shopping trolley as claimed in claim 1; and 
a vehicle which includes a body defining a boot, the boot 
having a securing arrangement specifically for securing 
the shopping trolley in a stable condition in the boot 

65 during normal operation of the vehicle, the shopping 
trolley being supported with its undercarriage in its col- 
lapsed condition on a floor of the boot of the vehicle and 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1-24. (Cancelled) 



a holder for holding articles of shopping; and 

a wheeled undercarriage connected to the holder, the undercarriage being operable 
between an erected condition, in which the undercarriage supports the holder at a working 
height above the ground on wheels, and a collapsed compact condition, for loading of the 
trolley into a boot of a passenger sedan, 

the undercarriage comprising a pair of elongate curved legs, each leg being part- 
circular in shape and slidably mounted on an associated frame member also having a part- 
circular shape corresponding to the shape of the leg, to permit telescopic sliding of the legs 
in a circumferential direction b ei ng mounted such that it i s s li dab l y d i sp l aceab l e between an 
extended position in which the und e rcarriage each leg projects from the ho l der its 
associated frame member for engagement of the wheels with the ground, and a retracted 
position in which each leg is located within its associated frame member . 

^26. (Currently Amended) The shopping trolley as claimed in claim,25, which is 
supportable on a floor of a vehicle boot, when the undercarriage is in its collapsed 
condition, such that the holder has an orientation relative to the vertical similar to the 
orientation of the holder when the undercarriage is in its extended condition and supports 
the holder on the ground, so that the holder provides a boot organ i s e r organizer . 




i. (Currently Amended) A shopping trolley, comprising: 



pf. (Previously Presented) 
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spacing of the holder from the ground surface, when the undercarriage is in its erected 
condition, is such that the holder is accessible to a person of average height in normal 
stance, the spacing being greater than 0.45 m. 

28. (Previously Presented) The shopping trolley as claimed in claim 27, wherein the 
spacing of the holder from the ground surface, when the undercarriage is in its erected 
condition, is 0.5-0.6 m. 

29. (Previously Presented) The shopping trolley as claimed in claim 25, wherein the 
holder defines a storage space which is divided into a number of compartments. 

30. (Previously Presented) The shopping trolley as claimed in claim 29, comprising a 
number of durable shopping bags which are receivable in a storage space of the holder, the 
bags forming a permanent part of accessory, being removable from the holder and being 
intended for repeated use. 

31 . (Previously Presented) The shopping trolley as claimed in claim 30, wherein the 
bags are of a woven flexible textile materia!. 

32. (Previously Presented) The shopping trolley as claimed in claim 30, wherein at 
least some of the bags are insulated to provide thermally insulated storage chambers. 

33. (Previously Presented) The shopping trolley as claimed in claim 30, wherein at 
least one of the bags has a closure mechanism for openably closing the bags. 

34. (Previously Presented) The shopping trolley as claimed in claim 25, wherein the 
undercarriage has a set of four wheels which are arranged in a rectangular configuration in 
plan view, when the undercarriage is in its erected condition, each roller being freely 
swivelable about an associated upright swivel axis. 
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35. (Cancelled) 

36. (Currently Amended) The shopping trolley as claimed in claim [[35]] 25, wherein each 
leg has mounted thereon a displaceable handle such that, when the leg is in its extended 
position, the associated handle is located adjacent a rear of the trolley, in its fore-and-aft 
direction, for gripping by a user, each handle being pivotally displaceable relative to the 
associated frame member about a pivot axis which extends transversely to the fore-and-aft 
direction of the trolley in its erected condition, so that, when the leg is in its retracted 
position, the handle is pivotally displaceable about its pivot axis towards the associated 
frame member to lie adjacent the frame member. 

37. (Currently Amended) The shopping trolley as claimed in claim [[45]] 25, wherein each 
leg has mounted thereon a pair of wheels spaced along the length of the leg, each wheel 
being spaced from the associated leg by an elongate foot which is pivotally connected at 
one end thereof to the leg for pivotal displacement about a pivot axis which extends 
transversely to the fore-and-aft direction of the shopping trolley, an associated wheel being 
provided at the opposite end of the foot, each foot being pivotally displaceable between a 
stowed position in which it lies adjacent the associated leg, and an operative position in 
which it projects transversely from the associated leg, so that the associated wheel is 
spaced from said leg by the length of the foot for engagement with the ground. 

38. (Currently Amended) The shopping trolley as claimed in claim [[45]] 25, wherein each 
part-circular leg and its associated part-circular frame member, in the erected condition of 
the undercarriage, lie in a more or less vertical plane and define a gap between their ends 
at a front of the trolley in the fore-and-aft direction of the shopping trolley, said gap being 
sufficiently large to straddle a rear portion of an open boot of a passenger sedan when the 
shopping trolley is wheeled towards the boot of the vehicle, in use, so that part of the legs is 
receivable in a space between the ground and the rear of the vehicle, the frame members 
engaging the rear of the vehicle, to rest thereon. 
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39. (Currently Amended) The shopping trolley as claimed in claim [[45]] 25, comprising an 
auxiliary holder for holding articles of shopping, the auxiliary holder being removably and 
replaceably connectable to the legs to extend between the legs when they are in their 
extended positions, the auxiliary holder additionally serving as a strengthening cross- 
member between the legs to enhance lateral stability of the undercarriage. 

40. (Currently Amended) A shopping trolley, comprising: 

a holder for holding articles of shopping; and 

a wheeled undercarriage connected to the holder, the undercarriage being operable 
between an erected condition, in which the undercarriage supports the holder at a working 
height above the around on wheels, and a collapsed compact condition, for loading of the 
trolley into a boot of a passenger sedan. 

the undercarriage comprising a pair of elongate curved legs, each leg being part- 
circular in shape and slidably mounted on an associated frame member between an 
extended position in which each leg is arranged end-to-end with its associated frame 
member for engagement of the wheels of that leg with the ground, and a retracted position 
in which each leg is retracted relative to its associated frame member. The shopp i ng trol l ey 
as c l aimed i n c l a i m 45, wherein the pair of frame members are displaceable relative to each 
other between an operative condition in which the frame members lie in parallel planes 
which are laterally spaced apart in a direction transverse to the fore-and-aft direction of the 
shopping trolley a sufficient distance to permit temporary storage of articles of shopping in a 
space defined between the frame members, and a fully collapsed condition in which the 
frame members lie more or less flat against each other. 

41 . (Currently Amended) The shopping trolley as claimed in claim [[45]] 25, comprising a 
pair of auxiliary wheels which are respectively mounted on the frame members adjacent 
ends of the frame members in the fore-and-aft direction of the trolley, such that the auxiliary 
wheels are engageable with the ground when the extendable legs are in their retracted 
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positions and an end of the trolley opposite the auxiliary wheels is gripped by a user, to 
permit wheelbarrow-fashion operation of the trolley. 

42. (Previously Presented) A vehicle assembly, comprising: 

a shopping trolley as claimed in claim 25; and 

a vehicle which includes a body defining a boot, the boot having a securing 
arrangement specifically for securing the shopping trolley in a stable condition in the boot 
during normal operation of the vehicle, the shopping trolley being supported with its 
undercarriage in its collapsed condition on a floor of the boot of the vehicle and being 
secured in a stable condition by the securing arrangement provided by the vehicle. 

43. (Cancelled) 

44. (Cancelled) 

45. (Cancelled) 
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REMARKS 

In the Office Action of December 4, 2007, the Examiner objected to Claim 26, and 
rejected claims 25, 26, 29, 34-45 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by US 2407385 to 
Rubin et al. The Examiner also rejected Claims 27-28, and 30-33 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
unpatentable over Rubin et al. 

Applicants appreciate the Examiner's indication that claims 35, 36, and 40 would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all the limitations of the base claim and 
all the intervening claims.. 

Claim 25 is amended to include all the limitations of claims 35, 44, and 45, and 
Claim 40 is amended to include the limitations of claims 25, 44 and 45. Accordingly, 
independent claims 25 and 40 are now considered to be allowable. Claims 36-39 are amended 
to depend upon now allowable claim 25. Claims 26 to 34 and 41-42 depend either directly or 
indirectly upon allowable claim 25, and therefore also should be allowed. Claim 26 is also 
amended to correct the grammatical error as suggested by the Examiner. Claims 35, 43, 44 
and 45 are cancelled. 

Applicants respectfully submit that all the pending claims as originally filed and 
presently amended are novel and patentable over the prior art, and the application is now in 
condition for allowance. Prompt Notice of Allowance is respectfully and earnestly solicited. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees, which may be required in 
connection with this correspondence, to Deposit Account No. 06-1 135. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FITCH, EVEN, TABIN & FLANNERY 

Date: April 3, 2008 James P. Krueger 

Registration No. 35,234 

120 South LaSalle Street 
Suite 1600 

Chicago, IL 60603-3406 
Telephone: (312) 577-7000 
Facsimile: (312) 577-7007 
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